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Divine Vision: Blake's Job, Plate 14

This is one of the series of twen-
ty-one engravings in which Blake used
the biblical story of Job to illuminate his
own view of life and its problems.

Both the texts, and the pictures
in the margins, illustrating the six days
of the Creation as described in Genesis,
would seem to indicate that the central,
dominating, figure represents God the
Creator; yet this figure is in the exact
likeness of Job as he is depicted below in
his earthly identity — hardly the universal
God!

According to Blake, the core of
every individual is the Divine Humanity,
the potential visionary, seer of the "Di-
vine Vision". For the latter, he uses the
universal image of the Sun. Here this ap-
pears as a halo behind the personal God-
figure's head. In the eighteenth plate of
the series it will appear separately in its
full glory when Job offers up the liberat-
ing sacrifice of what Blake calls his "self-

hood", an identity based not on his own
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true feelings but on the values that he has
been taught, his received "knowledge of
good and evil", an apparent short-cut to
virtue which, in the Genesis myth, led to
the downfall of Adam and Eve.

This image of the Sun may be
understood as symbolizing absolute
unqualified spiritual value, not a sepa-
rate anthropomorphic being with a will,
called God, but the inexpressible mean-
ingfulness of life itself, far beyond any
rational explanation; though it would
seem that the highest aim of each of the
arts may be to make us directly aware of
it as an inward perception.

On a practical level it lies behind
our own judgment, the inward sense of
what we need to do or to find — a mat-
ter of feeling, not of rational calculation.
Indeed it is lack of confidence in that
judgment due to its non-rational nature
that leads, as Blake often suggests, to
the usurpation of its true authority by the

reason, his Urizen, whether in the guise
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of religious dogma, received morality or
some kind of scientific theory, each of
which may have the purpose of escaping
from fully adult responsibility for honest,

direct, judgment based on true inward
feeling.

The inward perceiver of that
meaningfulness, that is to say, the basic
integrity of each individual, Blake per-
sonifies as the Saviour, or Jesus; and in
his Jerusalem (Pl. 4) he gives him the
words: "I am not a God afar off, [ am a
brother and friend: within your bosoms [
reside, and you reside in me."

Above Job's personal God-figure
is Heaven, or Eternity, with its eternal
stars and endless row of rejoicing angels,
the source, outside time and space, of
universal spiritual truth. Below, isolated
from direct spiritual vision by a layer of
cloud which forms a sort of cave, is the
Earth, the world of time and space, the
world of particulars and of human ac-
tion. This is the dwelling place of Job's
conscious self, through which he relates
to his wife and friends.

Job's personal guiding God-fig-
ure mediates between Heaven and Earth,
relating eternal and universal values to
the passing events of this ever-changing
world. He also links another pair of op-
posites: beneath his right hand, a winged

sun-god guides his team of four splen-

did horses, with no reins to restrain
them, with the Apollonian light of con-
sciousness and reason, thrusting apart
the clouds of ignorance and doubt. This
masculine "solar" force is involved in ra-
tional decision-making, in the outward
execution of the will.

Beneath his left hand, a moon-
goddess, with folded wings, holds on
short leashes two large serpents. These
represent unpredictable, Dionysian ener-
gy. She is the inner darkness, the embod-
iment of the changeable "lunar" source,
from which spring not only a man's un-
ruly appetites and feelings, but also his
dreams, and the unpredictable magic of
his creative imagination, the source of
love and of all meaning in life. Man's
conscious will seems so free and inde-
pendent, but it is she, with the exciting
allure of the unknown, who activates it,
arousing his desire, and can manipulate
it, as Blake indicates, with her "reins".
(To-day these solar and lunar elements
might be prosaically attributed to the two
opposite hemispheres of the brain; but let
us not allow such reductively objective
explanations to blind us to our inward
sense of what 1s meaningful in life).

Creation is, or can be, a continual
process acting through each of us; and as,
"when the Lord laid the foundations of

the earth the morning stars sang together,
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and all the sons of God shouted for joy",
so each creative act of the individual is
itself a source of joy, a small portion of
this cosmic joy. Blake's magical picture
suggests that indefinable meaningfulness
which is the driving force of the will, and
of life itself.

We can each be creative in our
own way, not necessarily as artists, po-
ets or inventors, but perhaps simply in
using our ingenuity and imagination
freely to solve any problems that arise,
in conducting personal relationships,
playing games or making jokes. There is
indeed always something playful about
any creative activity. Our enjoyment of
it may seem merely incidental; but it is
that passing enjoyment, not the lasting
result, that really gives meaning to our
lives. We cannot hold on to that, but,
while life lasts, must continually seek it
anew. There is no final goal, only a way
of fulfillment.

But let us beware!

We are easily misled by false
promises of pleasure, whether from sen-
sual indulgence or from the active exer-
cise of power for its own sake; and the
sinister elements of water and fire in the
lower margin are a warning of the dire
consequences that could result from giv-
ing in irresponsibly to either of those
temptations: in the ocean of chaotic mat-
ter there lurks the vast greedy menace of
Leviathan, and above it on each side are
flames of untamed energy or violence,
two aspects of the primal chaos which
still underlie our superficially ordered
lives. At the very foot, a large worm of
defenseless flesh is coiled around what
may be a shrouded corpse — death is in-
evitable. Let us accept it — fortunately
experience shows that this does become
easier as one gets older — and mean-
while do our best to enjoy life by living

it meaningfully!
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BboxecTBennoe Buaenue:

wuicrpanus biaeilika k «MoBy», rpasopa 14

I'paBropa, 0 KOoTOpoW MBI Oynem
TOBOPUTbH, BXOAUT B LIUKJ U3 JABAIIATH
OJIHOM TpaBIOpHI, e bilelk HUCIOJb30-
BaJl Oubeiickyto uctopuro 06 Mose st
BBIPAKEHUS COOCTBEHHOTO B3IVIsiIa Ha
KU3Hb U €€ CyTh.

N B TekcTax, © B PUCYHKaxX Ha
MOJISIX, HW300pa)kalolnX IEeCTh JIHEH
TBOPEHHUS, onucaHHble B KHure beitus,
MOXXHO YBHUJETh LIEHTPAIbHYIO, JOMHU-
HUPYIOILYIO (GUTYPY, TPEACTABIISIONIYIO
bora-coznarens. Opgnako 3TOT 00pas3,
CTOJIb CXOXkui ¢ MoBOM, N300pakeHHBIM
BHM3Y B 3€MHOW UIIOCTAaCH, €/IBa JIU SB-
JIsIeT TUK eaquHoro bora!

ComnacHo breiiky, IEHTpOM Kak-
JIOM JIMYHOCTH SBIIIETCS boskecTBeHHAas
UenoBeYyHOCTh, MOTEHIMAJILHBIN BU3UO-
Hep, cosepuarenib «boxecTBeHHOro Bu-
neHus». Jlnst u3o0paskeHus: MOCIIEIHEro
OH WHCIIOJIB3YET OOIIENpPUHATHIA 00pa3

COJIHLIA. 3I[€CI> OHO ABJICHO KaK CHAHHUC
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3a roioBoi m3o0pakenHoro bora. B Bo-
CEMHA/ILIATOM IrPpaBIOpe OHO OYy/IET BUJIUMO
OTJIeJIbHO, BO BCceH ciaBe, korya Mo Bo3-
HOCUT CBOIO OCBOOOIIMTENIBHYIO JKEPTRBY,
npecTynasi T0, 4to biieliKk Ha3bIBaeT «ce-
osumroouem» (selthood). Camooryienue,
OCHOBAaHHO€ HE Ha MCKPEHHUX YyBCTBAX,
a Ha BBIYYEHHBIX LIEHHOCTSX, HA O0OpETEeH-
HOM «IIO3HAHWU J100pa U 371a», — Ta camasi
KOpPOTKasi JIopora K J10OpoAeTenH, KOTo-
pas, cormiacHo beiTuto, mpuBena Ajgama u
EBy k rpexonanenuro.

O0pa3 coHIa MOYKET IIOHUMATHCS
KaK CUMBOJI aOCOJIFOTHOM JTyXOBHOM IIEH-
HOCTH, — HE OTIEJLHOTO aHTpOroMopd-
HOTO CYLIECTBA C MOILIHOM BOJIEH, KOTO-
poro Ha3bIBatOT borom, HO HEBBIPAZUMOM
OCMbICTIeHHOCU KU3HU KAaK TaKOBOM, 3a
npesesiaMy JTFOOBIX pariMoHaIbHBIX 00b-
sicHeHMi. M, 04eBUIHO, BbICOYAMIIIAs LIEJIb
JH000T0 UCKYCCTBA — BHYTPEHHE YBEPHUTh-

CS B 9TOM OCMBICJIEHHOCTH.
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Ha ypoBHe npakTuku 3T0 ontyIie-
HUE JICXKUT 32 IIpeJieJaMy HallluX CyK/e-
HUI: BHYTPEHHEE YyBCTBO TOTO, YTO HAM
HeoObXxo0uMo Caenarb WIM HAWTH — BO-
IPOC OLIYLIEHUS, 4 HE PALMOHAIBHOTO
nojcuera. KoHeuHO, Takoe BHeEpaluo-
HAJIbHOE CYKJEHUE MOXKET BbI3bIBATH HE-
JIOBEpHE, HO 3TO HENOBEpHUE, KaK Ipel-
noyiaraer bnenk, BeAeT K y3ypranuu
BJIACTH PACCYIKOM, Ypusenom, — B BUIE
PENMIUO3HBIX JO0TM, OOIENPU3HAHHON
MOpaJIM WK HAay4YHBIX TEOPUH, KaxcOoasl
U3 KOMOPbIX MOHCEM UMEMDb YEblO 6bl-
X00 U3 COBEPULEHHO20 3PeNo20 COCMOsi-
HUs OMEEMCMEEHHOCMU K YeCMHOMY,
NPAMOMY CYHCOEHUIO, OCHOBAHHOMY HA
UCKPEHHEeM 6HYMPEeHHeM oWy UjeHUU.

BHyTpeHHHI BOCIPHHUMAIOIIUN
CYOBEKT S3TOW OCMBICIIEHHOCTH MHUpa,
TO €CTh 0a30BYI0 LEIOCTHOCTh Kaxa0H
JMYHOCTH, bielik nepcoHupuuupyer
B oOpaze Cnacurens, win Mucyca; u B
«Mepycanumey (rpaBropa 4) oH BKJIa/Ibl-
BAeT B €ro yCTa cieayromue ciaosa: «51
He bor u3naneka, s Opar u apyr; B Ba-
LIEH TPy 51 AKUBY, & BBl — BO MHE.

Hapn imunsiv borom Mosa npoctu-
paercst He6o, i Beunocts, HaceneHHOe
BEUHBIMHU 3BE37JaMU U OECKOHEYHBIM psi-
JIOM JIMKYIOIIMX aHI€JI0B, — BHEBPEMEH-
HBbIA U BHETIPOCTPAHCTBEHHBIA MCTOYHUK
€IMHON TyXOBHOM HMCTHHBL. Humxke, orbe-

JAVMHCHHAA OT IPAMOIo AYXOBHOI'O BHJC-

HUS CJioeM 00JIaKkoB, (POPMUPYIOIIUX He-
YTO BPOAE MELIEPhl, JICKUT 3EMIISL, MHUP
BPEMEHHU M TPOCTPAHCTBA, MUP YACTHO-
CTEH M YEJIOBCUSCKOM JICATCIbHOCTH, Me-
CTO oOuTaHus co3HarenprHOro »ro Moga,
T7Ie OH OOIIIAeTCs C )KEHOU U JPY3bsIMH.

O6pa3 bora, oOpamiaromierocs
k MoBy, HaxoauTcss Mexay Hebecamu U
3emiiel, OObeaNHSsA BEUHBLIE BCEOOIHe
IIEHHOCTU C MHUMOJIETHBIMU COOBITHSI-
MU 3TOTO BEUHO MEHSIOIIETOCsS MUpa.
OH cBs3bIBaC€T U JBE€ JIPyrue MpPOTHUBO-
nosokHOCTU. Ilom ero mpaBol pykout
KpbUIAThI COJTHEYHBIN Oor 0e3 MOBOIOB
IIPAaBUT CBOEW IIBIITHOM YETBEPOKOH-
HOM YIPSDKKOM, CBETACH, KaKk ATOJIJIOH,
CBETOM CO3HAHHUS W pa3yma, paccekas
oOnaka HEBEKECTBAa M COMHEHHUA. JTa
MY>KECTBEHHAsl «COJIHEUHAs» CUJIa y4a-
CTBYET B Pa3yMHOM NPUHSITUU PEILICHHI,
BO BHEIIIHEM MCIIOJIHEHUU BOJIU.

[Ton neBoy ero pykoi — JIyHHas
OOTHMHSI CO CIIOKEHHBIMU KPBUIbSIMU JCp-
KHUT JBYyX OOJNBIIMX 3MEH Ha KOPOTKHUX
noBojikax. OHa mpecTaBisgeT co0ol He-
NPECKa3yeMyto SHEpruto J{noHuca, BHy-
TPEHHIOID TbMY, BOILUIOIIEHUE MEHSIO-
LIEHCS «JTYHHOM» CHJIbI, KOTOpast POAKIAET
HE TOJIBKO HETIOKOPHBIE KEJIAHUSI U UyB-
CTBA YEJIOBEKA, HO U €r0 CHbI, U HEIpeI-
CKa3yeMYI0 Marvr €ro TBOPYECKOrO BO-
oOpakeHus1, ICTOYHUKA JTFOOBH M CMBICTIA

»ku3HU. Co3HAaTeNIbHas BOJIS UeJIOBEKa Ka-
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’KETCS CTOJIb CBOOOIHOM M HE3aBUCHUMOM,
HO MMEHHO JIyHHasl CYUIHOCTb, BOJIHYS
00asiHuEM HEU3BECTHOI'O, AT CUJIbI, BO3-
Oy>KIaeT KeJlaHUs U YTPaBIseT UMH, KaKk
BUIUT bnelK, ¢ MOMOIIBIO «IIOBOJIOBY.
(CeromHsi JTyHHBIM U COJIHEUHBIN JIEMEHT
MODTU Obl OBITH MPO3aWYHO CBENIECHBI K
JIBYM TOJTyILIAPUSIM MO3T'a, HO J1aBalTE HE
Oy/ieM M0JIb30BATHCS YIPOUIEHHBIMU T10-
3UTUBUCTCKUMU OOBSICHEHUSIMH, KOTOPHIE
CIOCOOHBI 3aTEMHUTH HAllle BHYTPEHHEE
YyBCTBO TOI'0, YTO 3HAYMMO B JKHU3HH).
TBOpeHUE €CTh — WITU MOYKET ObITh —
BEUHBIM IIPOLIECCOM BHYTPHU KaXKIOIO U3
HAC; ¥ Kak [ 0crojib «I0JIOKUI KPaeyroiib-
HBIA KaMEHb €€, TIPY OOIIEM JIMKOBAHUHU
YTPEHHUX 3BE€3[l, KOINia BCE ChIHbI boxun
BOCKJIMLIAJIM OT PAIOCTH», — TAKKE U KaXkK-
JIbI TBOPYECKHUM aKT JINYHOCTH €CTh CaM
1o cebe MCTOYHUK OTPabl, Majiasi 4acTh
MHUPOBOM pasiocTu. Marnueckuii pucyHOK
breiika yka3piBaeT, 4TO UMEHHO HEOOBsIC-
HUMAsI OCMbIC/IeHHOCb SIBIISIETCS IBUKY-
IIeH CHJION BOJIU MU CaMOM JKU3HU.
Kaxxp1il u3 Hac UMEET CBOM TBOP-
YEeCKHI MyTh; HE 00S3aTEIIbHO CTAHOBUTh-
Csl XyAOKHUKOM, TIO3TOM WJIM U300peTare-
aeM. TBOpUECTBO MOXKET IMPOSBIATHCS B
JIETKOM HCTIOJIb30BaHUU M300peTarebHO-
CTH ¥ BOOOpaKSHUS JJIs1 PEIICHHSI JTFOOBIX
npo0seM, B JIMYHOU KU3HU, B UTPE WUIIU
nryTke. ECTh 4T0-TO 11a710BIMBOE B TIOOOM

BUJE TBOpuecTBa. HacnaxxneHue wurpoun

MOKET Ka3aThbCsl MaJIO3HAYUTEIILHBIM, HO
MMEHHO BPEMEHHOE HACIaXJICHHE, a HE
OKOHYATEJIbHBIN PE3ysbTar, NpUAAcT Ha-
IIeM KU3HU CMBICI. MBI HE MOXEM 3a-
KOHCEPBHPOBATH 3TO OLLYIIIEHUE, HO, TTOKa
JUTATCS JKU3HD, TOJDKHBI UCKAaTh HOBBIX U
HOBBIX BrieuaTyieHu. HeT koHeuHo 11enu,
HO TOJIBKO 7yMb K PaJIOCTH.

Ho Oynem ocTtopoxHbI!

Jlerko oOMaHyTbCS, CIAEAYs JDKH-
BBIM OOCIIaHUAM HACTAXKACHUs, TOTBOP-
CTBYSl CBOMM >KEJIAaHUSIM WJIM TIPOSIBIISAS
CUJIy paju 3a0aBbl. MpauHbIe 2JIEMEHThI
BOJIbI M OTHSI HA HUYKHEM I10JI€ TPaBIOPHI
SIBJISIFOTCSA TPEAYTPEAKICHUEM O KYTKUX
MOCJIC/ICTBUAX, K KOTOPHIM MOXET MpH-
BECTH OC30TBETCTBEHHOE IIOTaKaHHUE
cobnazHam. B oxeane marepumu-xaoca
CKPBIBAETCS  NPOXKOPJIMBBIM  TPO3HBIN
JleBnadaH, a 1Mo CTOpOHAM €ro TOJIOBBI
rOpAT OTHU JUKOW SHEPrUM, HACHUIIHS,
JIBE CTOPOHBI MEPBOOBITHOTO Xaoca, KO-
TOPBII BCE €111€ TAUTCS B NTyOMHE Halel
TIIATEJILHO YMHOPSAJIOYEHHON >XU3HU. B
CaMOM HH3Yy TAHETCSI OIPOMHBIN YEPBb,
HEe3aIUIIeHHAas TIJI0Th KOTOpOro oodep-
HyTa BOKPYI YE€ro-TO0 HAlOMHWHAIOIIETO
CII€JICHATBIM TPYIl: CMEPTh HEMHUHYEMa.
JlaBaiiTe mpuMeEM 3TO — K CHACTBIO, OIIBIT
TIOKAa3bIBACT, UTO ITO JIETUE CAELJIATh C T'0-
JaMu — 1 OyJieM B OTBEICHHOE HaM BpeMst
HACJaXIaThCS OCMbICIEHHOU YKU3HBIO!

Ilepesoo Bepvi Cepoeunoii
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